
St. Mary’s Visitation School 

Greetings from SMV School.  We are settling into our second quarter already, after a wonderful first 
quarter.  We have been very excited to have many activities back for the students and staff.  We cele-
brated raising funds  during our walk a thon back at Salem Township Park, Fire Safety at the Salem 
Township Fire Department, Grandparents Day, and Harvest Festival.  We are busy celebrating Advent 
and preparing for the birth of Jesus here at SMV School.  We have had wonderful activities and very 
productive learning so far and are excited to have Christmas Break and return to a brand new year!   

Join us on Thursday, January 20, from 6:30-7:30 
for a preschool open house.  Come when you can 
for a meet and greet and have your questions 
answered.  Let your child check out the class-
room and meet our wonderful staff.  Registra-
tion open January 3.  Visit our website and click 
on the application tab under Admissions on our 
website at  www.smvschool.org. 

2022-2023 

Can you believe it is time to think about the 
2022-2023 school year?  Well there is no better 
time to start thinking about what the very best 
educational and spiritual environment will be 
for your child.  We believe we can provide so 
much for your students ages 3 through grade 6.  
We can help them grow educationally, spiritual-
ly, and emotionally.  They will receive a wonder-
ful education from an accredited private school 
with dedicated staff and amazing students.  We 
are so pleased that by following as many safety 
protocols as possible, that we have not lightened 
up on, we have been able to keep kids in school, 
with their friends and teachers, learning and at-
tending mass weekly.  We are planning for our 
second half of the 2021-2022 school year and 
already planning to make the 2022-2023 even 
better.  Please join us, call for a tour, email and 
ask questions, or stop into the school office.  You 
may check us out at our website as well.  

  616-681-9607        www.smvschool.org 

Why SMV School? 

 We are accredited by the Michigan Non-Public Schools 
Accrediting Association. 

 
 Our school hosts eight separate levels of education in-
cluding preschool programs for three- and four-year old chil-
dren, and Kindergarten through Sixth Grade. 

 
 Our Kindergarten program is held all day every day. 

 
 Religious education is a high priority. Catholic traditions, 
values, and morals are emphasized in every aspect of the stu-
dent’s day.  
 
 We offer childcare from 3-5:30pm each day.  
 
 Each student in grades 3-6 has a Chromebook and stu-
dents in grades K-2 have access to Chromebooks though a 
shared mobile computer cart.  We have a six computer station 
located in our STREAM Lab. Every classroom has a Smart-
board (interactive whiteboard) to engage students in learn-
ing.  
 
 All kdg.-6th grade students attend a student-led Mass 

celebration once per week as well as on Holy Days of Obliga-
tion and other special days like Ash Wednesday. 

 

 Students participate in a variety of service projects 

throughout the year. 

 
 We offer interscholastic sports opportunities such as 

girls’ volleyball and basketball, boys’ basketball, and co-ed 

bowling through a partnership with St. Stanislaus for fifth 

and sixth graders. We participate as members of the Grand 
Rapids Area Catholic Elementary Athletic Council (GRACEAC). 

  

 Our 3rd through 6th grade students participate in our 

choir, well as having the option of a strings program.  We 
provide weekly enrichment through our art class as well as 

physical education.  

 

        Please contact us with questions, to plan a tour, or for           
 more information at 616-681-9607 or                            

secretary@smvschool.org 



Each year we partner 
with Cross Catholic Outreach to give many 
children a Christmas gift.  With the help of 
you, our parish family, we were able to fill 
and send off 91 Box of Joy shoeboxes the 
less fortunate in our world.  Thank you so 
much for your support as well as teaching 
by example the importance of giving.  The 
children really do love shopping for this 
cause. 

Virtue of the Month 

We celebrate a different 
virtue at SMV each month, 
and then we recognize 
those students who exem-
plified that virtue.  Con-
gratulations to our Octo-
ber  and November win-
ners.  Keep up the great 
work kids. 

Tree of Warmth 

Our families have 
stepped up to add 
warmth to those in 
need once again.  Our 
annual Tree of Warmth 
was filled with new 
hats, gloves, mittens, 
scarves, and socks for 
donation to Project 
Hope. 

We at SMV School would like to thank everyone who donated, vol-

unteered, and especially those who golfed, at our outing in October.  

We golfed at the beautiful Diamond Springs Golf Course in Monte-

rey and God blessed us with perfect weather, food, and fellowship.  

We had 22 foursomes join us this year helping us raise over 

$5500.00 for our school.  We look forward to  next year when we 

get together to golf again at Diamond Springs in the fall of 2022.  .  

 

Priests vs Saints 

On All Saints Day the students 
had a friendly competition with 
Fr. Derda.  They prepared for 
this by researching a saint of 
their choice, dressing up like the 
saint and compiling three clues.  
They stood out of Fathers sight 
and gave him the clue and he 
was to guess which saint they 
were.  The Saints are please to 
announce they won—by one 
point! 


